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CDC & Florida DOH Attribution

“Funding for this conference was made possible (in part) by the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention. The views expressed in written conference 
materials or publications and by speakers and moderators do not necessarily 
reflect the official policies of the Department of Health and Human Services, nor 
does the mention of trade names, commercial practices, or organizations imply 
endorsement by the US Government.”

FCDS would also like to acknowledge the Florida Department of Health for its 
support of the Florida Cancer Data System, including the development, printing 
and distribution of materials for the 2018 FCDS Annual Conference and the 2018-
2019 FCDS Webcast Series under state contract CODJU.  The findings and 
conclusions in this series are those of the author(s) and do not necessarily 
represent the official position of the Florida Department of Health.
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Outline

• Introduction

• ICD-O-3 Manual (2000) & Errata

• WHO Pathology and Genetics, 3rd edition – 10 volume series

• WHO Classification of Neoplasms, 4th edition – 10 Volume Series

• ICD-O-3 Updates (2011) and (2018)

• 2018 Cancer Site Specific Histology Codes

• ICD-O-3 Histology Code Master List

• Caution Using Vendor Selection

• When to Expect ICD-O-5

• Questions
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Introduction

• Why start with the WHO Classification of Tumors Series?

• The objective of the WHO Classification of Tumors 
(WHO Blue Books) is to provide a uniform nomenclature 
of human cancers that is accepted and used worldwide. 

• A standardized classification is necessary for 
pathologists, clinical oncologists, and cancer registries. 

• It forms a basis for collecting histologically and 
genetically stratified, population-based incidence rates 
and is a prerequisite for comparing cancer therapy trials 
conducted in different centers and countries. 
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Introduction

• WHO “Blue Books” Series – 1st edition (1967-1981)

• ICD-O (1976)

• WHO “Blue Books” Series – 2nd edition (1982-2002)
• 25 volumes published over 20 year period

• ICD-O-2 (1990)
• REAL Classification for Lymphoma
• FAB Classification for Leukemia

• WHO “Blue Books” Series – 3rd edition (2000-2005)
• 10 volumes published over 5 year period

• ICD-O-3 (2000)
• WHO Classification for Lymphoma & Leukemia

• ICD-O-4 (never published)

• WHO “Blue Books” Series – 4th edition (2006-2017)
• 10 volumes published over 10 year period

• ICD-O-5 (2019)
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• ICD-O-3 was published during the same time WHO was producing the 3rd edition 
series of the WHO Classification of Tumors 

• Many of the 3rd edition series were published after ICD-O-3 was printed in 2000
• Pathology and Genetics of Tumors of Hematopoietic and Lymphoid Tissues (2001)

• Pathology and Genetics of Tumors of Soft Tissue and Bone (2002)

• Pathology and Genetics of Tumors of the Breast and Female Genital Organs (2003)

• Pathology and Genetics of Tumors of the Urinary System and Male Genital Organs (2004)

• Pathology and Genetics of Tumors of Endocrine Organs (2004)

• Pathology and Genetics of Tumors of the Lung, Pleura, Thymus and Heart (2004)

• Pathology and Genetics of Skin Tumors (2005)

• Pathology and Genetics of head and Neck Tumors (2005)

• Since ICD-O-3 was published the 4th edition has also been completed (next slide)

• WHO published a new ICD-O-3.1 manual and online help in 2011

• WHO plans to publish a new ICD-O-3.2 in 2018 or 2019

• Updates will continue for WHO Classification of Tumors, 5th edition

• Will there be an ICD-O-4 – NO

• Will there be an ICD-O-5 – Planned for WHO Classification Series, 5th edition
6

History of ICD-O-3 & the
WHO Classification of Neoplasms, 3rd ed.
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History of ICD-O-3 & the
WHO Classification of Neoplasms, 4th ed.

• ICD-O-3 Manual (2000)
• Errata (2001)

• Errata (2003)

• ICD-O-3 Updates – 2010
• WHO Classification of Tumors of the Central Nervous System (2007)

• WHO Classification of Tumors of Hematopoietic and Lymphoid Tissue (2008)

• WHO Classification of Tumors of the Digestive System (2010)

• ICD-O-3 Updates – 2018 
• WHO Classification of Tumors of the Breast (2012)

• WHO Classification of Tumors of the Female Reproductive Organs (2013)

• WHO Classification of Tumors of Soft Tissue and Bone (2013)

• WHO Classification of Tumors of the Lung, Pleura, Thymus, and Heart (2015)

• WHO Classification of Tumors of the Urinary System and Male Genital Organs (2016)

• WHO Classifications of Tumors of the Head and Neck (2017)

• WHO Classifications of Tumors of Endocrine Organs (2017)

• ICD-O-3 Revisions to 4th Edition
• WHO Classifications of Tumors of the Central Nervous System, Revised 4th Ed (2016)

• WHO Classification of Tumors of Hematopoietic and Lymphoid Tissues, Revised 4th Ed (2017)
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ICD-O-3 Updates - 2011
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ICD-O-3 Updates - 2011

9

ICD-O-3 Updates - 2011
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ICD-O-3 Updates - 2018
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WHO Classification of Tumors 
New or Revised Since 2010

Digestive System (2010)

Breast (2012)

Soft Tissue and Bone (2013)

Female Reproductive Organs (2014)

Lung, Pleura, Thymus & Heart (2015)

Urinary System & Male Genital (2016)

Central Nervous System (2016 revision)

Hematopoietic & Lymphoid (2016 revision)

Head & Neck (2017)
http://codes.iarc.fr/usingicdo.php

ICD-O-3 Updates - 2018

• New Site-Associated Codes – Many Specific Only to One Site

• 37 New ICD-O-3 Codes with New ICD-O-3 Terminology

• 19 New ICD-O-3 Terminology with New Behavior Code

• 1 New ICD-O-3 Term with New Behavior Code

• 114 New Preferred Term / Alternate Terms

• Previously non-reportable GI terms now Reportable

• Thymoma – no longer must state “malignant”
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http://codes.iarc.fr/usingicdo.php
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ICD-O-3 Updates - 2018
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ICD-O-3 Updates - 2018
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https://seer.cancer.gov/icd-o-3/
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Multiple Resources to Code Histology
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• Please USE ALL RESOURCES to Code the Histology

• Please USE ALL RESOURCES to Code the Behavior

• Please USE NEW RESOURCES to Code the Grade
• ICD-O-3 Manual & Errata

• There will not be a new ICD-O-3 Manual Printed
• Be Careful Using the ICD-O-3.1 online version

• 2011 ICD-O-3 Updates – Digestive System, CNS, Heme
• 2018 ICD-O-3 Updates – new Histology/Behavior Codes
• 2018 Solid Tumor MP/H Rules – How to Use Histo Codes
• Hematopoietic Database On Line 

• Used to Code Any Histology 9590 – 9992
• You MUST use the online version
• Desktop Version is no longer supported & is out-of-date

• 2018 Site-Specific Grade Coding Instructions

PLEASE - DO NOT RELY ON MENU

16

• DO Not Rely on Software Pull-Down Menu Selection

• Basic Word Match May Not Result in Correct Code

• Rules and Instructions are NOT in the Pull-Down
• You will make histology coding errors.

• You will make behavior coding errors.

• You will make grade coding errors.

• You will not be able to stage cases in some instances.

• You MUST be more careful with FORCES (site/type)

• You will get cases returned to you for correction and 
resubmission for histology, behavior, grade, staging, and 
SSFs or SSDIs depending on date of dx.



6/28/2018

9

ICD-O-3 Coding Resources
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• ICD-O-3 Manual – use your current manual

• ICD-O-3 Errata & 2011 Updates
• http://www.who.int/classifications/icd/updates/icd03updates/en/

• ICD-O-3 Updates for 2018
• https://seer.cancer.gov/icd-o-3/

• 2018 Solid Tumor MP/H Rules
• https://seer.cancer.gov/tools/solidtumor

• Hematopoietic Database On Line 
• https://seer.cancer.gov/seertools/hemelymph/

• 2018 Site-Specific Grade Instructions
• https://www.naaccr.org/SSDI/Grade-Manual.pdf

• 2018 SEER Site/Type Validation List
• https://seer.cancer.gov/icd-o-3/

ICD-O-3.2

• ICD-O-3.2 will be released by IARC the end of 2018

• Led by the WHO Classification of Tumours Group

• WHO Classification of Tumors 4th edition series is complete

• ALL 4th edition WHO “Blue Books” to be incorporated into 3.2

• No word yet on what format ICD-O-3.2 will be available

• A few known errors will be corrected

• GI Dysplasia still being discussed for United States

• WHO Classification of Tumors 5th edition series has begun and new 
“Blue Books” will be introduced starting in 2020

• IARC, WHO, IACR, NAACCR, Canadians working with WHO to 
address incorporating new classification series into ICD-O-5

• Future - harmonize 5th ed. series with U.S. MP/H Rules, AJCC Cancer 
Staging, UICC Cancer Staging, and other staging systems

18

http://www.who.int/classifications/icd/updates/icd03updates/en/
https://seer.cancer.gov/icd-o-3/
https://seer.cancer.gov/tools/solidtumor
https://seer.cancer.gov/seertools/hemelymph/
https://www.naaccr.org/SSDI/Grade-Manual.pdf
https://seer.cancer.gov/icd-o-3/
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ICD-O-3 Updates - 2018

New Site-Associated Codes – Many Specific Only to One Site
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ICD-O-3 Updates - Lung

20

Lung

Thymus
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ICD-O-3 Updates - Lung
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ICD-O-3 Updates - Breast
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ICD-O-3 Updates - Breast
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ICD-O-3 Updates - Breast
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ICD-O-3 Updates – Soft Tissue Sarcoma
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ICD-O-3 Updates – Kidney & Urinary
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ICD-O-3 Updates – Brain/CNS
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ICD-O-3 Updates - Thyroid

28

Beh = 2

Code Histology = 8345/3 for Thyroid Medullary Carcinoma, NOS
DO NOT USE CODE 8510/3 FOR THYROID 2018 – This Histology Code is Used for BREAST
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Updates to Reportable Cancers
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ICD-O-3 Site/Histology Validation

30

https://seer.cancer.gov/icd-o-3/
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ICD-11 and ICD-O-5

• ICD-10 is nearly 30 years old (1989 release)

• ICD-11 early release in 2017 (beta version)

• ICD-11 used for Death Certificates in 2018 (NCHS)

• ICD-11 uses ICD-10 as foundation + more detail

• 100% electronic will replace paper version

• ICD-O-5 in review starting in 2019

• ICD-O-5 will be compatible with ICD-11
• Topography
• Morphology
• Laterality
• Grade
• Stage
• Genetic Profile
• More

31

Grade Coding Manual

32
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Grade Coding Manual – Schema ID

33https://www.naaccr.org/SSDI/Grade-Manual.pdf?v=1528898095

What’s a Schema ID ???

34

AJCC/Schema ID is a Pointer
Includes ALL Site Chapters and 

Sub-Chapters of AJCC 8th edition 
PLUS – Any Non-TNM-able 

Site/Histology Not in AJCC 8th ed.
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Back to Coding Grade

35https://apps.naaccr.org/ssdi/list/

Back to Coding Grade

• Clinical Grade - the grade of a solid primary tumor before any treatment. 
Treatment may include surgical resection, systemic therapy, radiation therapy, or 
neoadjuvant therapy. NOTE:  All surgical procedures are not treatment, e.g. TURB 
and endoscopic biopsies.

• Pathological Grade - the grade of a solid primary tumor that has been surgically 
resected and for which no neoadjuvant therapy was administered.  If AJCC 
pathological staging is being assigned, the tumor must have met the surgical 
resection requirements in the AJCC manual. This may include the grade from the 
clinical workup, as all information from diagnosis (clinical staging) through the 
surgical resection is used for pathological staging.

• Post-Therapy Grade - the grade of a solid primary tumor that has been resected 
following neoadjuvant therapy. If AJCC post-therapy staging is being assigned, the 
tumor must have met the surgical resection requirements for yp in the AJCC 
manual. Neoadjuvant therapy must meet guidelines or standards, and not be that 
given for variable or unconventional reasons as noted in the AJCC manual. 
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Back to Coding Grade
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Back to Coding Grade
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Back to Coding Grade
Schema ID points to the Site-Specific Grade Coding Table 

for Clinical, Pathological and Post-Tx Grade
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Grade - Example
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Grade - Example

41

Grade - Example
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NET
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Grade - Example
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Grade - Example
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Questions
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